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Advisory council established … Premier Ace Magashule delivering his budget vote in Thaba Nchu. 

 
 

Premier Ace Magashule announced that a premier’s advisory council has been established. He was 

tabling his budget vote in Motlatla Village, Thaba Nchu yesterday. 

 

This, according to Magashule, comes after corruption charges were laid against some government 

officials who were found to be doing business using governments letterheads. “We must stop 

government officials from doing business with the government. We must not allow that. We need to 

amend the Public Services Act and call all parties to deal with the matter.” 

 

The advisory council will include the former Premier of Gauteng, Jesse Duarte, as the chairperson, 

Frans Baleni of the National Union of Mineworkers, the owner of Orlando Pirates Soccer team, Irvin 

Khoza, and Kobus Laubscher of Grain SA, to name a few. It also includes some private sector 

companies in the manufacturing and transport sectors, as well as faith-based organisations. 

Magashule added that the advisory council is expected to meet with the provincial executive council in 

the coming week to deal with nagging issues. 

 

A municipal support team has also been established that will be comprised of engineers, accountants, 

and human resource specialists who will best deal with the challenges faced by municipalities. “The 

enthusiasm of former town clerks, our retired Auditor-General, academics, and other individuals from 

the private sector to contribute to this initiative has been inspiring.” 

 

Magashule said municipalities were only designed to support minority groups during the apartheid 

regime. This, however, changed due to population growth and the dispersion of black people into 

townships which resulted in municipalities inability to cope with the pressure. “Our municipalities are 

currently overburdened with the task of dealing with overpopulation due to the broadening spectrum. 

We will send our team of experts to municipalities to bring about a turnaround strategy.” 
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Magashule’s speech focused on poverty, under-development, and unemployment that can be 

addressed through Operation Hlasela. 

 

With regards to education, he said 84 students from Thaba Nchu were given bursaries from the 

provincial government in the previous year. 

 

He added that the jobs fund will be sending 250 youths to the USA and Europe to gain experience in 

the tourism and hospitality sector. “This programme will be formally launched in June 2012 as part of 

our dedication to the youth of 1976 who sacrificed their lives for the education of youth in South 

Africa.” 

 

Magashule said his department’s partnership with Eskom has led to the placement of 150 students 

there. “We are actively seeking placement in the private and public sector for these graduates.” 

 

With regards to alleviating poverty through housing, Magashule said the Department of Cooperative 

Governance, Traditional Affairs and Human Settlements will address the housing challenge by 

completing 100 houses destroyed by natural disasters and 79 land restitution units. ”In addition, a 

further 600 RDP units are under construction in the broader Thaba Nchu.” 

 

Magashule’s speech also summarised what other departments will be doing to alleviate poverty and 

unemployment in the province. “The Department of Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs will undertake renovations in the Maria Moroka Game Reserve and the Eureka 

Rehabilitation Centre will be developed by the Department of Social Development.” 

 
[Source:  www.theweekly.co.za] 


